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OPINION

OPINION

Will Biden Unwind  
Trump’s China Policy?
James Gorrie

With the Trump adminis-
tration ending with Joe 
Biden’s inauguration on 
Jan. 20, it’s quite likely 
that much of President 

Donald Trump’s compre-
hensive China policy will go 

with him. That includes Trump’s execu-
tive order that mandates delisting Chinese 
companies from U.S. capital markets.

In fact, it’s almost a fait acompli.

Wall Street’s Priorities
This can be said with confidence because 
even though U.S. investment and retire-
ment accounts are heavily invested in 
fraudulent Chinese companies, American 
money managers have a strong financial 
motivation to ignore Trump’s order. Big 
Chinese money and the lure of an open 
Chinese market to U.S. financial services 
and global investment firms are driving 
their behavior.

Both promise to deliver great financial 
windfalls to Wall Street investment banks. 
In fact, even though the executive order 
specifically identifies how U.S. capital mar-
kets are enabling China’s military and in-
dustrial growth to pose growing threats 
to America both at home and abroad and 
undermine U.S. financial stability, Wall 
Street doesn’t care.

Biden has the opportunity to prove his 
mettle up front by enforcing Trump’s ex-
ecutive order and reining in the big invest-
ment banks. It would also send a message 
to both allies and China alike, Biden’s 
political Achilles heel, that he has a clear 
understanding of the present challenges 
and is unencumbered by the past.

But if those things don’t happen, it would 
free up the U.S. financial community’s sin-
gular priority, which is making money, 
even at the expense of national security.

With a Biden administration now immi-
nent, insiders predict, however, that the 
executive order will be short-lived. Others 
say that it may never be put into full effect.

Undercutting the Trump Legacy
But there are more aspects to Trump’s 
China policy than blocking China’s ac-
cess to U.S. stock markets and indexes, as 
important as those things are. Will Biden’s 
presidency undercut Trump’s hard-line 
approach to trade with China? Or will he 
choose a middle way? In either case, Biden 
needs a strategy that encompasses protect-
ing intellectual property rights, keeping 

a closer eye on academic exchange pro-
grams, closer relations with Taiwan, and 
even such “minor” things as internet apps.

Let’s look at recent news for China apps, 
for example. Trump’s latest executive or-
der adds bans on the popular apps WeChat 
and TikTok. Many experts have identified 
Chinese apps as vectors for data and iden-
tity theft, as well as for tracking anti-China 
activity. But in a Biden administration, it’s 
not certain that this executive order—like 
the previous one—will be recognized or 
acted upon.

As far as Trump’s steep 25 percent tariff on 
Chinese manufactured goods is concerned, 
it’s thought that Biden won’t reverse them 
and others—at least not initially. The ratio-
nale is that the new president will use them 
to cut a new trade deal with China, perhaps 
with the participation of European nations.

If past is prologue, multilateral agree-
ments tend not to favor the United States. 
That may or may not be the case; it remains 
to be seen.

It also remains to be seen how Biden 
plans to stop the Chinese from stealing U.S. 
intellectual property, which is estimated 
to be between $225 billion and $600 bil-
lion per year. The Trump administration 
made IP protection a big part of its China 
trade policy.

But will Biden, with his deep financial 
ties to China and the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP), be willing or able to continue 
protecting the United States from the CCP’s 
longstanding policy of IP theft?

Let’s hope so.

Will Biden Curtail Academic,  
Research Exchanges?
A significant part of China’s IP theft ap-
paratus is its deep and pervasive academic 
relationship with U.S. universities and re-
searchers. Through various initiatives such 
as the Confucius Institutes and the Thou-
sand Talents program, the Chinese regime 
has been able to gather enormous amounts 
of IP and technological innovation.

Too often, key scientists became Chinese 
assets.

Under the Trump administration, univer-
sities began to kick Confucius Institutes, 
which are essentially CCP indoctrination 
and IP gathering centers, off of their cam-
puses. The Thousand Talents program is 
literally a means by which the best and 
brightest scientists and researchers in the 
United States are paid handsomely to re-
locate to China to do their work.

Of course, the CCP has reaped enormous tech-
nological rewards from both of these programs.

China: ‘A Competitor,  
Not an Adversary’
As vice president of the eight-year Obama 
administration under which these efforts 
flourished, why should we expect a Presi-
dent Biden to behave any differently?

Biden is perceived as the best president 
the CCP could wish for. Regardless of how 
much or how little money the incoming 
president has made in his dealings with 
China, the fact is that he views China as a 
competitor, not an adversary.

Will he change his view? If so, such a shift 
in perspective could make a world of dif-
ference when it comes to forming a new 
China policy.

Will Biden Abandon Taiwan?
This is particularly important regarding 
U.S.–Taiwan relations. On Jan. 9, Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo announced that re-
strictions limiting contacts between Tai-
wan and U.S. officials will be removed. This 
effectively means an official recognition of 
Taiwan as a sovereign state, a key part of 
America’s “One China” policy, which only 
recognized the Beijing government as the 
government of China and Taiwan.

Prior to this change in diplomatic policy, 
the Trump administration sold more de-
fensive arms to Taiwan in one year than 
Obama did in eight years. The idea is to 
enable the island nation of 23.5 million 
people to deter an invasion from mainland 
communist China.

What’s more, given that the CCP now has 
Hong Kong under its boot heel, it’s not un-
reasonable to presume that Beijing plans 
a similar fate for Taiwan. Indeed, the CCP 
leadership has declared that as a main geo-
political objective.

Will the United States revert to the One Chi-
na policy? What will the Biden administration 
say or do if China invades Taiwan? Will we 
see a return to the United States enabling the 
rise of China as the dominant global power, 
or will Biden challenge the CCP?

We don’t know. Perhaps a simpler ques-
tion will do: Will a Biden–Harris adminis-
tration rise to the challenge that the CCP 
poses to the United States?

We’ll soon find out.

James R. Gorrie is the author of “The 
China Crisis” (Wiley, 2013) and writes on 
his blog, TheBananaRepublican.com. He 
is based in Southern California.

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.
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Communist Party, 
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Then-U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping toast during a state luncheon for China hosted by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry at the Department of State in Washington on Sept. 25, 2015. 

Paul J. Richards/AFP via Getty Images

Yang Wei

Chinese state-run media is cele-
brating “the downfall of the United 
States” following news of the Jan. 6 
breach of the U.S. Capitol building.

Xinhua published a Jan. 12 com-
mentary titled “On the Collapse 
of America as a ‘Beacon’: Well De-
served!” Being a mouthpiece for the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), it 
can be assumed that the Xinhua ar-
ticle reflects the attitude of top CCP 
leaders toward the United States.

The article’s author, Wu Liming, is 
deputy director of the international 
department at Xinhua. As with most 
articles that run in state media, his 
commentary likely isn’t his personal 
opinion but a reflection of how the 
CCP’s senior officials think.

The article starts out: “The ‘bea-
con’ that is the United States, which 
claims to be the benchmark of West-
ern democracy, has fallen. ... In the 
live video broadcast, I saw that the 
symbol of the beacon—Capitol Hill—
has fallen. ... Let American democ-
racy fall from the altar.”

In recent days, Xinhua’s coverage of 
U.S. news has been mainly fanning 
the flames and gloating about the 
ensuing political turmoil. The com-
mentary directly refers to the United 
States as a “failed country,” saying 
“the United States can no longer lead 
the world,” and that the Capitol inci-
dent was “well deserved!”

This obviously reflects the senti-
ments of senior CCP officials. On 
Jan. 11, during a Party study session 
on the implementation of the Fifth 
Plenary Session, paramount leader 
Xi Jinping declared that they were 
entering the “new stage of a historical 
leap,” of “strengthening,” and “time 
and power is on our side,” we “dare to 
struggle,” and are “good at struggle.”

The CCP leadership seems to think 
the United States is really losing it, 
and that this is another opportunity 
for the CCP to pursue hegemony. 
They can’t even wait until Jan. 20, 
when a new U.S. administration 
will be inaugurated, and can’t hold 
back their opinion. During the past 
year, these CCP officials have been 
really embarrassed, and now they 
feel they finally have an opportunity 
to vent.

It isn’t difficult to imagine what at-
titude the CCP will adopt toward the 

new U.S. administration and what 
bargaining chips it will offer once it 
has the opportunity. In fact, the CCP 
has acted up frequently. North Korea 
and Iran have restarted their nuclear 
testing, and the CCP will undoubt-
edly try to play the role of an inter-
mediary. When U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo recently designated 
Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism, 
the CCP immediately expressed its 
opposition.

On Jan. 12, Xinhua posted another 
article, titled “Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs: Opposing U.S. Suppression and 
Sanctions Against Cuba in the Name 
of Anti-terrorism.” The article cited 
the ministry’s spokesperson Zhao Li-
jian at a press conference, who said 
the United States “is the biggest de-
stabilizing factor threatening global 
peace and security.”

Zhao also posted his statement on 
Twitter, most likely to show off his 
“wolf warrior” diplomacy skills.

After the virus pandemic unleashed 
by the CCP, Americans should be 
more aware of and on guard against 
the CCP’s deception. It’s also the time 
for those who still buy into the ap-
peasement strategy in dealing with 
the CCP to think twice.

Early in 2020, the CCP tried to use 
the pandemic to seek hegemony, but 
was exposed and called out by the 
Trump administration. The CCP then 
fell into international isolation.

After the storming of the Capitol 
and the ensuing crisis for the Unit-
ed States, the CCP felt like it finally 
had an opportunity to attack U.S. 
democracy.

The CCP obviously believes that 
the United States is in a hopeless 
situation. Xinhua’s “well deserved!” 
comment was followed by another 
commentary that asked in its head-
line, “Why Is Trump in Another Im-
peachment Crisis?”

This article stated that “impeach-
ment is also a manifestation of the 
intensifying struggle between the 
parties. Democrats want to leave a 
shameful record for Trump, mak-
ing it difficult for him to run for of-
fice again in four years,” and “in the 
time before the new president takes 
office, there may be armed protests 
throughout the United States.”

Xinhua seemed to eagerly look 
forward to great chaos in the United 
States. On Jan. 12, it published a third 

article on its homepage, “U.S. Presi-
dential Inauguration Security Raises 
Concerns, Washington Enters State 
of Emergency.”

The unprecedented level of excite-
ment expressed by Chinese state me-
dia actually stems from the excite-
ment among top CCP leaders. These 
attitudes are equivalent to openly 
challenging the United States.

On Jan. 10, a Xinhua article, titled 
“Ruan Zongze: China and the U.S. 
Are Now Facing a Window of Oppor-
tunity,” had quite a different tone. It 
quoted parts of a Jan. 8 speech by 
Ruan Zongze, deputy director of the 
state-run Xi Jinping Thought on Di-
plomacy research center.

The article proposed that “after Joe 
Biden takes power, U.S. foreign rela-
tions will be amended, and so will 
Sino-U.S. relations.” It also called for 
“mutual respect, non-interference in 
internal affairs, and collaboration 
toward the same goal.” Ruan said 
he was looking forward to “the old 
times” of U.S.–China relations.

In just two days, Chinese senior 
officials’ attitudes seemed to have 
changed drastically. They put aside 
the pretentious call for “mutual re-
spect” and openly provoked the 
United States. It seems that the CCP 
leadership has returned to the old 
path of serious misjudgment.

While most Americans don’t have a 
chance to read Xinhua’s articles, the 
CCP’s attitude will soon be reflected 
in various international events. The 
United States and Western countries 
will surely be watching. The game of 
confrontation between the United 
States and China will be the main 
theme in 2021.

The outcome depends entirely on 
how America responds.

At critical moments in history, ev-
eryone must make a choice. From the 
perspective of the general trends of 
history, how do people view all events 
that are unfolding?

Yang Wei has been following China 
affairs for many years. He has been 
contributing political commentary 
on China for the Chinese-language 
Epoch Times since 2019.

Views expressed in this article are 
the opinions of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of 
The Epoch Times.

The unprecedented 
level of excitement 
expressed by 
Chinese state 
media actually 
stems from the 
excitement among 
top CCP leaders. 

Chinese State Media Is Celebrating 
the United States’ ‘Downfall’

Protesters storm the Capitol Building in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.

Ahmed Gaber/Reuters
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HUMAN RIGHTSANALYSIS

Early Chinese investors less likely to lose money

Ant Group’s Scuttled IPO 
Leaves Foreign Investors  

in the Dark

Inside China’s Xinyang Prison:  
Abuse and Forced Labor
Alex Wu

While Chinese state media has touted 
Xinyang Prison as a place where inmates 
can take recreational classes and learn 
new skills, survivors describe it as the 
“worst” prison in Henan Province.

A former inmate who witnessed and 
experienced rampant abuses at the fa-
cility agrees.

The former inmate’s son, a human 
rights activist named Xing Jian who lives 
in New Zealand but is originally from 
Henan, is sharing the story of his father 
Xing Wangli’s incarceration.

“My father looked like an old man 
when he got out of prison. It was hell,” 
Xing Jian told The Epoch Times.

Xing’s father is a petitioner—a citizen 
who appeals to authorities to address 
their grievances. In February 2018, he 
was sentenced to two years and three 
months for “picking quarrels and pro-
voking trouble,” a vague charge often 
used to detain dissidents in China. Peti-
tioners who travel to Beijing are usually 
arrested and detained by authorities.

He spent more than a year in Xinyang 
Prison before being released on May 26.

China’s prison economy has been provid-
ing forced labor for the regime for decades, 
pressing inmates to work 13 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and without a day off.

Xing says inmates at Xinyang Prison 
must do heavy labor. Those who fail to 
meet their quota are beaten with a leath-
er implement by the prison guards while 
being pinned down by other inmates. 
When the local legal agency arrives for 
an inspection, the prison puts on a show, 
lying to the inspectors that the prisoners 
only work for eight hours.

Inmates are pressured to keep si-
lent about the abuses or suffer more 
punishment.

Xing Jian learned that while his father 
was serving his sentence, he saw many 
prisoners beaten and severely injured. 
One inmate ended up losing his eyesight, 
and another suffered a broken arm.

One inmate named Sun Yiliang, a peti-
tioner who was serving a long sentence, 

often was beaten, and told Xing Wangli 
that he wanted to die because of the 
abuse. Xing Wangli wrote to the warden 
on Sun’s behalf, pleading for help. The 
prison responded by threatening Sun.

Xing Jian said that his father also asked 
him to let the outside world know about 
Sun’s situation.

Another petitioner, named Ding Jun, 
also was beaten and tortured frequently.

Xing Wangli suffered a serious injury 
after being beaten by police. In 2016, 
while serving time at the Xixian Deten-
tion Center in Xi county, Shanxi Prov-
ince, he was beaten with a blunt instru-
ment, which left him with a fractured 
skull—he was in a coma for more than 
20 days, but was then was forced to do 
labor despite his injury.

While Xing Wangli was in prison, he 
was blocked from contact with his fam-
ily or the outside world. On one occasion, 

he was allowed to send a message to 
his family via a fellow inmate, who was 
about to be released from prison and 
was from Xing’s hometown. Before 
Xing was released in May, a guard sur-
named Wu slapped him, then told him 
to stand in the lobby for a long time, 
and allowed him only one steamed 
bun to eat for the whole day.

Henan police also broke into Xing 
Wangli’s home and took more than 
30,000 yuan ($4,400) in cash, a desk-
top computer, a laptop, and two digital 
cameras; the items weren’t returned 
after his release from prison.

Xing Jian believes that his father isn’t 
guilty of any crimes despite being sen-
tenced three times. They have filed com-
plaints to fight the charges but haven’t 
received a response from authorities.

Li Xin’an contributed to this report.

Fan Yu

E
arly investors in China’s 
fintech giant Ant Group 
thought they were in line 
for a massive payday—
that is, until Ant’s highly 

anticipated initial public offering 
last year was suddenly scuttled by 
Chinese regulators.

Venture capital and private 
equity firms such as Silver Lake 
and Carlyle Group believed they 
had a winner in the bag. After all, 
they were early investors in a mas-
sively valuable startup, and the IPO 
process was a familiar playbook 
almost guaranteed to make money 
for early investors. The success of 
Ant’s $35 billion blockbuster IPO 
was a foregone conclusion.

Until suddenly, it wasn’t.
By now, Ant’s failed IPO and 

founder Jack Ma’s rhetoric leading 
up to it have all been well docu-
mented. Institutional and retail 
investors who were slated to pur-
chase shares in the IPO were stuck 
with little more than disappoint-
ment or perhaps, in hindsight, re-
lief. Their initial deposits have been 
refunded by underwriting banks.

In the weeks that have followed, 
Ant’s prospects have grown in-
creasingly dim. Initially, it was 
believed that Ant could return to 
public markets within months, 
after some superficial restructur-
ing. But it’s becoming more evident 
that the cuts demanded by Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) regulators 
are more than skin deep.

Ant has a sprawling business 
encompassing asset management, 
insurance, lending, and mobile 
payments. Its most famous product 
is Alipay, the popular online pay-
ments platform.

While regulators have stopped 
short of directly demanding a 

breakup of Ant, deep overhauls are 
necessary. It may need to set up a 
separate holding company to house 
its lending and credit businesses, en-
sure it has sufficient capital, adhere 
to banking regulations, and build 
up its compliance and governance 
functions. Ant is reportedly coming 
up with a plan and timetable for its 
restructuring process, according to a 
recent Bloomberg report.

All of this could make Ant—what-
ever its final form—a far less valu-
able company. What valuation Ant 
will ultimately generate is too early 
to determine. But in the most se-
vere scenarios, it could be a fraction 
of its pre-IPO valuation, purport-
edly eclipsing $300 billion.

That staggering valuation hinged 
upon Ant’s nimble fintech growth 
potential. And it had attracted 
billions of venture capital funding 
from some of the world’s leading 
investors, including Warburg Pin-
cus, Silver Lake, Sequoia Capital, 
Carlyle Group, and several sover-
eign wealth funds.

Today, these investors’ invest-
ments in Ant look troubling.

A number of foreign investors 
contributed more than $10 bil-
lion into a Ma-controlled offshore 
subsidiary of Ant called Ant Inter-
national, in a pre-IPO fundrais-
ing round in 2018, according to a 
recent Financial Times report.

The investors who contributed 
into the Ant International financ-
ing are high profile. They include 
U.S. private equity firms Carlyle 
Group and Warburg Pincus, ven-
ture capital firm Silver Lake, U.S. 
asset managers T. Rowe Price and 
BlackRock, Swiss investment bank 
Credit Suisse, as well as sovereign 
funds Temasek and GIC of Sin-
gapore, and Malaysia’s state fund 
Khazanah Nasional Berhad.

Since the IPO was called off in 

November 2020, those Ant Inter-
national investors have received 
very little clarity on next steps, the 
report said, citing people close 
to the investors. No information 
regarding Ant’s IPO likelihood, 
potential form of restructuring, 
or an estimated timing have been 
provided to these investors.

In addition, these investors ap-
pear to have very little recourse. 
The offshore entity the foreign 
investors invested in holds no vot-
ing rights nor any claim to Ant’s 
commercial assets.

Ant Group has held three equity 
financing rounds, with the most 
recent one (Series C, raising $14 
billion) in 2018 headlined by major 
international investment firms in-
cluding the above-mentioned Ant 
International financing, accord-
ing to data from Crunchbase. The 
Series C round was raised with pre-
money valuation of approximately 
$136 billion.

The company’s first two financing 
rounds (Series A and B) were seeded 
by domestic Chinese investment 
firms including Chinese Investment 
Corp. and the National Council for 
Social Security Fund. Those rounds 
were raised at much lower valua-
tions. For example, the April 2016 
Series B round led by China’s Prima-
vera Capital and China Investment 
Corp. was raised with pre-money 
valuation of $55.5 billion, according 
to Crunchbase estimates. These ear-
lier Chinese investors have a much 
smaller chance of losing money on 
their investments.

As for Ant, the company has pro-
vided no public update on how it 
plans to address Beijing’s concerns. 
And if the Chinese Communist 
Party’s ultimate goal is to cut Ma 
down to size, more government 
obstacles could appear in front of 
Ant, Alibaba, or Ma himself.

The investors who 
contributed into the 
Ant International 
financing are high 
profile. They include 
U.S. private equity 
firms Carlyle Group 
and Warburg Pincus, 
venture capital firm 
Silver Lake, U.S. asset 
managers T. Rowe 
Price and BlackRock, 
Swiss investment 
bank Credit Suisse, 
as well as sovereign 
funds Temasek and 
GIC of Singapore, and 
Malaysia’s state fund 
Khazanah Nasional 
Berhad.

Inmates are forced to 
work 13 hours a day, 
seven days a week, and 
without taking a day off.

As with the 20 
million ‘Skynet’ 
cameras that are 
already in place 
throughout China’s 
urban areas, 
the ‘Sharp Eyes 
Project’ is pegged 
as a public safety 
measure to help 
fight crime more 
effectively.

The logo of Ant Group at its headquarters in Hangzhou city, Zhejiang Province, China, on Oct. 29, 2020.

Aly Song/Reuters

Frank Yue

In mainland China, facial recognition-
enhanced surveillance cameras and oth-
er equipment are ubiquitous in cities and 
towns. The technology is installed inside 
stores, cafeterias, and banks for making 
payments or to access office buildings and 
airports.

Internal Chinese government documents 
has revealed more details about authori-
ties’ plans to monitor citizens on a large 
scale—including dissidents.

The Epoch Times obtained documents 
issued by the “work leadership group for 
public security video monitoring construc-
tion and networking” in Liuhe district, 
Nanjing city, Jiangsu Province.

In 2017, the government of Nanjing city 
implemented facial recognition technology 
to initiate three “defenses,” meaning high-
resolution surveillance cameras would 
be installed near province- and city-level 
highways; district-level roads; and core 
governmental zones, transportation hubs, 
hospitals, squares, and communities.

Pedestrians should be videotaped every 
10, 20, and 30 minutes, according to the 
document.

In its implementation plan, the claim of 
“public security technology and protection 
management” is actually meant to slate out 
a nation-wide monitoring system for the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP).

In July 2020, the police in Wuhai city, 
Inner Mongolia, released a summary re-
port of “achievements” they made in the 
local Sharp Eyes project—a surveillance 
program targeted at rural areas covering 

counties, towns, and villages.
The initiative was first conceived in 2008 

in a Chinese Communist Party document 
on plans to “revive the countryside.”

As with the 20 million “Skynet” cameras 
that are already in place throughout Chi-
na’s urban areas, the “Sharp Eyes Project” 
is pegged as a public safety measure to help 
fight crime more effectively.

According to the report, the project suc-

cessfully recognized 1,158 photos of various 
local “key targets.” The system identified 
more than 60 targets for its local “Domestic 
Security” and more than 10 people accused 
of crimes. China’s Domestic Security Bu-
reau offices make up a secret police force 
tasked with neutralizing individuals that 
the Communist Party deems to be politi-
cal threats.

Such “key targets” are typically dis-
sidents, such as petitioners who seek to 
address their complaints to authorities, 
religious minorities, and rights activists.

In a Jan. 14, 2019 report by Bitter Winter, a 
magazine on religious liberty and human 
rights in China, locals in Xi’an city, Shaanxi 
Province said: “The CCP is already moni-
toring us in our homes, what privacy do we 
have left? It’s like we’ve all got ropes around 
our necks and are being led on leashes. 
We’re all living under a microscope, and 
it’s terrifying.”`

SURVEILLANCE

Leaked Documents Show How 
Chinese Regime Monitors Dissi-
dents With Facial Recognition Tech

A display 
for facial 
recognition 
and artificial 
intelligence 
is seen on 
monitors at 
Huawei’s 
Bantian 
campus in 
Shenzhen, 
China, on April 
26, 2019.

Kevin Frayer/Getty Images

Courtesy of Xing Jian

The Xinyang Prison in 
Henan Province, China.
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nished. The diplomatic relations between 
China and the United States has deteriorat-
ed since the trade war began in 2018. Wash-
ington has imposed a series of sanctions 
against Beijing and Chinese officials. The 
international community wants to hold 
Beijing accountable for the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Furthermore, Hongkongers contin-
ue to fight against the CCP’s encroachment 
of their city’s autonomy and freedoms—the 
Chinese regime regards this as an act of 
defiance and won’t tolerate it.

Xi has to punish the Hong Kong protesters 
heavily in order to show that he rules with 
an iron fist. It would serve as a warning to 
Hongkongers and the mainland Chinese. 
The recent arrests of the 53 pro-democracy 
activists served these goals.

Xi also realized that the United States and 
EU countries are limited in their capacity 
to punish Beijing because they have their 

own domestic issues to deal with. He prob-
ably believes that they may not be willing 
to pay a greater price on the Hong Kong 
issue, and they most likely will just pay lip 
service–this wouldn’t impact his authority.

I have to admit that Hong Kong does not 
have such an irreplaceable strategic po-
sition for the United States and Europe. 
Although the United States and EU have 
sufficient means to sanction the CCP, they 
will have to pay the price themselves. The 
question is whether or not the Western 
politicians are willing to do so in order to 
maintain universal values and to put a stop 
to the CCP’s hegemonic ambitions.

The people of Hong Kong still have to be self-
reliant and never give up. Xi’s suppression of 
Hong Kong is to challenge the bottom line of 
U.S. and European politicians, and to see how 
much they can tolerate. But this move could 
provoke Western countries as they would see 
it as a violation of universal values.

The CCP has planted the seed of indig-
nation in the Hong Kong people and the 
righteous people of the world. Sooner or 
later, the CCP will reap the consequences.

Ngan Shunkau is a writer and a publisher 
who has lived in Hong Kong since 1978. 
He is the author of “Blood Rain in My 
Youth” (血雨華年), a story about opposing 
factions among the Red Guards during 
China’s Cultural Revolution.

Views expressed in this article are the 
opinions of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Epoch Times.

Little is known about the first patients 
who caught the virus; the CCP hasn’t 
eliminated a connection to the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology (WIV), which isn’t far 
from the seafood market that initially was 
thought to be the origin of the outbreak.

“The U.S. government has reason to be-
lieve that several researchers inside the 
WIV became sick in autumn 2019, before 
the first identified case of the outbreak, 
with symptoms consistent with both CO-
VID-19 and common seasonal illnesses,” 
the State Department fact sheet reads. 
“This raises questions about the credibil-
ity of WIV senior researcher Shi Zhengli’s 
public claim that there was ‘zero infec-
tion’ among the WIV’s staff and students 
of SARS-CoV-2 or SARS-related viruses.”

The State Department pointed out that 
accidental viral outbreaks aren’t new in 
China, including the 2004 SARS outbreak 
in Beijing which originated in a lab. The 
department added that any meaningful 
investigation of the origins of the out-

break must include interviews with the 
researchers in the Wuhan lab who fell ill 
in the fall of 2019.

“The CCP has prevented independent 
journalists, investigators, and global 
health authorities from interviewing 
researchers at the WIV, including those 
who were ill in the fall of 2019. Any 
credible inquiry into the origin of the 
virus must include interviews with these 
researchers and a full accounting of 
their previously unreported illness,” the 
department said.

The State Department claims that the 
WIV was conducting research on viruses 
similar to the CCP virus as early as 2016. 
The regime has been secretive about the 
research and the State Department is 
demanding transparency.

“WHO investigators must have access to 
the records of the WIV’s work on bat and 
other coronaviruses before the COVID-19 
outbreak. As part of a thorough inquiry, 
they must have a full accounting of why 

The WIV, while claiming to be a 
civil institution, has worked on 
secret projects with the Chinese 
military, including classified animal 
experiments since at least early 
2017, the United States has learned.

The State 
Department claims 
that the WIV was 
conducting research 
on viruses similar 
to the CCP virus as 
early as 2016. The 
regime has been 
secretive about the 
research and the 
State Department 
is demanding 
transparency.

Xi has to punish 
the Hong Kong 
protesters heavily 
in order to show 
that he rules with 
an iron fist. It would 
serve as a warning 
to Hongkongers 
and the mainland 
Chinese.

Chinese officials claimed the law 
would target a small segment of 
society, but the offenses’ broad and 
vague definitions—as well as a part 
that stipulates that non-Hong Kong 
residents could also be subject to 
prosecution—have stoked concern 
among legal experts and human 
rights observers.

VIRUS ORIGINS

OPINION

Wuhan Virology Lab Scientists Had CCP 
Virus-Like Illness in Autumn 2019, US Says

Ivan Pentchoukov

Several researchers at the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology fell ill with symptoms 
similar to those caused by the CCP virus 
in the autumn of 2019, contradicting 
claims by a senior researcher from the 
facility who said there were no infections 
among the staff scientists.

The revelation is part of a fact sheet 
released by the U.S. State Department on 
Jan. 15, which slams the Chinese Com-
munist Party (CCP) for excessive secrecy 
around the origin of the CCP virus, com-
monly known as the novel coronavirus.

The Chinese Center for Disease Control 
reported a cluster of pneumonia-like cas-
es of unknown origin on Dec. 21, 2019. 
But months later, new evidence emerged 
suggesting that Chinese authorities were 
aware of the first CCP virus case on Nov. 
17. The U.S. government wasn’t informed 
about the virus until Dec. 30 of that 
year from Taiwan.

the WIV altered and then removed online 
records of its work with RaTG13 and other 
viruses,” the department said.

The WIV, while claiming to be a civil 
institution, has worked on secret projects 
with the Chinese military, including 
classified animal experiments since at 
least early 2017, the United States has 
learned.

“The United States and other donors 
who funded or collaborated on civilian 
research at the WIV have a right and ob-
ligation to determine whether any of our 
research funding was diverted to secret 
Chinese military projects at the WIV,” 
the department said.

The Chinese communist regime took 
more than two months to alert about the 
outbreak of the CCP virus. The regime 
knew about human-to-human transmis-
sion in late 2019 but didn’t inform the 
world until Jan. 20, 2020.

Hongkongers’ Battleground 
Under the Draconian 
National Security Law
Beijing is emboldened to arrest Hong Kong activists

Ngan Shunkau

H
ong Kong authorities arrested 
53 pro-democracy figures ear-
lier this month, on the grounds 
that they responded to democ-
racy activist Benny Tai Yiu-

ting’s call to challenge the government. The 
Chinese regime felt emboldened to enforce 
the national security law in making the ar-
rests, and to use this incident as a warning 
to those who dare to challenge its authority.

Benny Tai, a former Hong Kong Univer-
sity law professor, is known for his role in 
initiating the Occupy Central with Love 
and Peace, a non-violent civil disobedience 
campaign that called on the Hong Kong 
government to implement full democracy 
in 2014, which turned into the massive pro-
democracy protests. The goal of the cam-
paign was to achieve universal suffrage in 
Hong Kong, according to an article that Tai 
wrote, titled “Civil Disobedience’s Deadli-
est Weapon,” published in the Hong Kong 
Economic Journal on Jan. 16, 2013. The ar-
ticle stated that Occupy Central is the most 
powerful weapon to push the government 
to negotiate with the protesters peacefully.

In July 2020, Chinese authorities ac-
cused Tai of helping to organize an unof-
ficial primary vote for the opposition pro-
democracy camp to select candidates for 
elections for the city’s legislature. Beijing 
said at the time Tai’s goal was “to seize the 
ruling power of Hong Kong and … carry out 
a Hong Kong version of ‘color revolution.’”

On Jan. 6 this year, the 53 activists were 

majority or more than 35 seats in the Leg-
islative Council (LegCo).

The pro-democracy figures were arrested 
based on accusations that they violated 
the national security law. Six of them were 
placed in custody under suspicion of orga-
nizing and planning criminal activities to 
subvert state power, while the other 47 were 
arrested for involvement in such activi-
ties, the Hong Kong police said. Both are 
punishable offenses under the security law 
which penalizes vaguely-defined crimes 
such as subversion and secession.

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) im-
plemented this large-scale arrest in Hong 
Kong at this time because it was embold-
ened by two events: the United States is in 
the process of a presidential transition, and 
the EU and China agreed in principle on a 
Comprehensive Agreement on Investment 
at the end of December.

Although U.S. President-elect Joe Biden’s 
pick for Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, 
criticized the arrests, I think his remarks 
weren’t strong enough in calling out Bei-
jing’s actions. Other U.S. lawmakers and 
Japanese politicians condemned the ar-
rests, but I think their statements were 
quite weak. The EU member states also 
turned a blind eye to China’s human rights 
abuses when they signed the new business 
investment deal. However, Chris Patten, 
the last British governor of Hong Kong who 
always cared about the city, urged the EU 
to reject the agreement.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping is under the 
spotlight as China’s image is being tar-

An aerial view of the P4 laboratory (L) on the campus of the Wuhan Institute of Virology in Hubei Province on May 27, 2020.
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arrested on suspicion of committing crimes 
under the national security law, for their 
roles in the primary election held by the 
pan-democracy camp in July that Tai was 
accused of helping to organize.

The national security law, which went 
into effect on June 30 after ceremonial votes 
by China’s rubber-stamp legislature, the 
National People’s Congress (NPC), penal-
izes vaguely defined crimes such as sub-
version and secession with a maximum 
penalty of life imprisonment.

Chinese officials claimed the law would 
target a small segment of society, but the 
offenses’ broad and vague definitions—as 
well as a part that stipulates that non-Hong 
Kong residents could also be subject to 
prosecution—have stoked concern among 
legal experts and human rights observers, 
who say that residents and foreigners alike 
who draw the regime’s ire could be at its 
mercy once they set foot on Hong Kong soil.

Such laws “should never be used to crimi-
nalize conduct and expression that is pro-
tected under international human rights 
law,” the U.N. human rights office said in 
a July 3 statement, expressing alarm at the 
potential “discriminatory or arbitrary in-
terpretation and enforcement.”

Concerns have been raised that the law 
breaches Hong Kong’s Basic Law, which 
guarantees that the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights can 
remain in force in the territory.

Under the Sino-British Joint Declaration, 
which set the terms of Hong Kong’s transfer 
to Chinese rule in 1997, the regime agreed 

to grant the city autonomy and freedoms 
not enjoyed in the mainland, under the 
formula of “one country, two systems.”

The “discriminatory or arbitrary interpre-
tation and enforcement” of the security law 
was displayed when Steve Li Kwai-wah, the 
senior superintendent of the Hong Kong 
police’s national security unit, compared 
the recent arrests (of the 53 activists) to 
driving (a vehicle) and committing a rob-
bery. He said that driving, in and of itself, 
is fine; but if the purpose or the intent is to 
commit a robbery, then driving would be a 
crime. However, a problem arises with this 
line of reasoning—a person who is driving 
somewhere could be accused of planning 
to commit theft, even without concrete 
evidence. If the person was only thinking 
about committing the robbery but did not 
go through with it, then what crime did he 
commit? Li’s logic just doesn’t make sense.

Li was one of the four officials who were 
sanctioned by the United States on Nov. 
9 for their roles in implementing Hong 
Kong’s new national security law.

What crime did these pro-democracy ac-
tivists commit? They didn’t even get the 
chance to respond to Benny Tai’s call in 
establishing democracy in the city, which 
would challenge Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam, the puppet of the Chinese regime.

The primary elections, organized by local 
political association Power for Democracy 
on July 11 and July 12, 2020, aimed to se-
lect the most promising pro-democracy 
candidates to run for legislative office. The 
pan-democracy camp was hoping to win a 

Protesters chant slogans 
during a rally against 
Beijing’s new national 
security law in Hong Kong 
on July 1, 2020.
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(Below) Pro-democracy 
activist Benny Tai (C) talks 
to reporters outside the 
High court, after being 
released on bail, in Hong 
Kong on Aug. 15, 2019.

(Bottom R) Hong Kong’s 
Legislative Council 
convenes for a session 
with many empty seats 
(top) that are supposed 
to be occupied by pro-
democracy lawmakers in 
Hong Kong on Nov. 12, 
2020.
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